
                                                                                                                    
 

CONFIDENTIAL 
 

Association of Small Island States (AOSIS) briefing for upcoming climate negotiation 

 

You head the delegation representing the AOSIS grouping. You have close ties with the other 
developing states, the G77 (Group of 77). AOSIS has 42 members, of which 36 are members of the 
United Nations. The alliance represents 28% of developing countries, and 20% of the UN's total 
membership. It includes nations such as Trinidad and Tobago, Jamaica, Cuba, Kiribati, Tuvalu, and 
others. Your goal is to achieve the best outcome for the nations you represent.   
 
Climate change is real and our survival is at stake. Projected increases in sea level will displace 
hundreds of millions of our people, and low-lying islands will simply disappear. Moreover, many of 
our people live in poverty, and are highly vulnerable to the drought, disease, flooding and ecological 
disruption caused by climate change. As some of the poorest nations of the world, we do not have the 
capacity to affect the course of climate change, but we present a compelling moral argument for 
urgent action. Reaching an agreement to limit climate change is critical for our future. Beyond mere 
survival, and the preservation of our indigenous ways of life, we also desire greater development. Like 
people everywhere, we want to live in a healthy environment, but a healthy environment also means 
being able to feed, clothe, and house our families, to have a chance for a decent job, and to be free of 
malaria, dengue, cholera and other diseases long eradicated in the rich nations. 
 
Mitigation. Fast, radical, and binding international action on greenhouse gas emissions by the 
developed countries is an urgent priority. To fail to act on climate change is to consign many of our 
peoples to oblivion. Strict mitigation targets must be agreed and enforced. Whilst our emissions are 
almost nil we cannot contribute much to this – however all large countries, including emerging 
economies such as China, India and Brazil, must accept tough, binding, verifiable emissions cuts of the 
greatest size possible. Agreements must go far beyond the Kyoto Protocol targets. Even a 2 degree C 
target for global warming could drown many of our nations. The prospect of geoengineering solutions 
to global warming (either carbon dioxide removal or solar radiation management) should be 
considered as a possible last resort. 
 
Adaptation. Thanks to the history of Western industrialism, often based on the colonial exploitation 
of our peoples and resources, climate change is already happening in many parts of the world. Huge 
numbers of climate refugees will be created in coming decades, and will arrive on Western doorsteps. 
Funding for adaptation is urgently needed, and this is a very high priority (although it must not end up 
distracting attention from mitigation, which is the greatest priority). The West must provide the funds 
agreed at Copenhagen ($100 billion per year by 2020). This should be additional to existing 
development aid, as poverty and development is still important, and these additional funds should be 
provided from wherever they can be obtained. The Green Climate Fund should be immediately 
provided with substantial funds, and it should be run by a United Nations agency (UNDP and/or 
UNEP), according to the principle of one country one vote.  
 

Governance. The highest priority for AOSIS members is a binding, monitored, verifiable legal 
agreement with strict timeframes and penalties for non-compliance. The UN and other international 
organisations must be strengthened to enforce any promises and ensure countries do not ‘backslide’ 
on their commitments. We are sceptical of the role of market mechanisms, as this allows states to 
trade their emissions and engage in dubious offset projects which are a significant risk in preventing 
disastrous climate change. The only fundamental solution is to keep fossil fuels in the ground. Whilst 
we subscribe to the principle of ‘common but differentiated responsibilities’ agreed to in the UNFCCC, 
given the urgency of climate change as a matter of survival, we would like large emerging powers such 
as India and China to commit to binding emissions targets and pledge additional adaptation funds to 
help those less fortunate than themselves. 



                                                                                                                    
 
On the following pages you will find some data that may be helpful in your negotiations. Good luck! 
The graph below shows per capita CO2 emissions from energy use (primarily fossil fuels) for the world and 
selected nations/regions. Percentages are the total change for the period 1990-2010. CO2 emissions per capita 
in the US and Europe are far higher than world averages and far higher than emissions in the developing and 
less developed nations. For example, US emissions per capita are roughly 3 times higher than those in China, 12 
times higher than those in India and nearly 16 times higher than in Africa. The imbalance is far worse for the 
least developed nations. For example, US per capita emissions are more than 300 times greater than those of 
Mali. The developed nations generate more than half of global CO2 emissions from fossil fuel consumption. 
With less than 5% of the world’s population, the US alone generates 22% of global emissions. 

 

 
CO2 per capita emissions from fossil fuel use and cement production from the top 5 emitting regions. The Annex I range given by the two dashed lines demarcates 
the highest (Australia) and lowest (France) per capita emissions from major industrialised countries. Source http://ies.jrc.ec.europa.eu/news/324/354/Highlight-
of-the-Month---July-2012/d,ies_highlights_details.html  
 

The graph below shows cumulative CO2 emissions from the use of fossil fuels from 1900 to 2010. The vast 
majority of all the CO2 released into the atmosphere over this period came from the developed nations of the 
world (about 80%). Therefore nearly all the warming observed so far was caused by these nations. Under a 
‘business as usual’ scenario, the share of cumulative emissions from our nations is projected to rise throughout 
the remainder of this century. However, cumulative emissions from the developed nations will still be more 
than half of the total by 2050, and roughly 45% by 2100. Since CO2 remains in the atmosphere for roughly a 
century, most of the warming, sea level rise and other impacts of climate change we will experience in the 21st 
century will be caused by the emissions of the rich nations. 
 

 



                                                                                                                    
 
Further sources of information: 
 
Climate negotiations: 
UN Framework Convention on Climate Change http://unfccc.int/2860.php 
Kyoto Protocol http://unfccc.int/kyoto_protocol/items/2830.php 
Copenhagen Climate Summit (COP15) http://unfccc.int/meetings/copenhagen_dec_2009/meeting/6295.php  
Cancun Climate Conference (COP16) http://unfccc.int/meetings/cancun_nov_2010/meeting/6266.php 
Durban Climate Conference (COP17) http://unfccc.int/meetings/durban_nov_2011/meeting/6245.php  
 
AOSIS climate policy 
Climate change and AOSIS http://www.unescap.org/mced2000/pacific/background/AOSIS.htm 
AOSIS negotiating positions http://sids-l.iisd.org/category/actors/intergovernmental-organization/aosis/ 
‘Small islands, Rising Seas’ 
http://www.un.org/wcm/content/site/chronicle/home/archive/issues2009/toprotectsucceedinggenerations
/pid/21553 
 
News: 
Environmental Leader, business news http://www.environmentalleader.com/  
Environmental News Network http://www.enn.com/  
Environment news service http://www.ens-newswire.com/  
Enviropaedia, environmental knowledge and network-building http://www.enviropaedia.com/default.php  
New Scientist, environment section http://www.newscientist.com/section/environment  
Treehugger, green blog http://www.treehugger.com/  
 
Organisations and research institutions: 
Climate Justice Action http://www.climate-justice-action.org/  
Climate scientists comment on climate science http://www.realclimate.org/  
Earthscan, environmental publisher http://www.earthscan.co.uk/ 
Eco-equity, social justice NGO http://www.ecoequity.org/  
Earth System Governance Project http://www.earthsystemgovernance.org/  
Environmental Performance Index (Yale University) http://epi.yale.edu/ 
European Commission Environment DG http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/environment/index_en.htm 
European Environment Agency http://www.eea.europa.eu/  
Friends of the Earth UK http://www.foe.co.uk/  
Greenpeace UK http://www.greenpeace.org.uk  
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change http://www.ipcc.ch/ 
International Institute for Environment and Development http://www.iied.org/  
International Institute for Sustainable Development http://www.iisd.org/  
International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) http://www.iucn.org/  
Sustainability, environmental think-tank http://www.sustainability.com/  
Sustainable Security, research platform http://sustainablesecurity.org/  
The Corner House, environmental justice NGO http://www.thecornerhouse.org.uk/index.shtml  
UK Environment Agency http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/  
UN Development Program http://www.undp.org/ 
UN Earthwatch initiative http://earthwatch.unep.net/  
UN Environmental Program http://www.unep.org/ 
World Resources Institute http://www.wri.org/  
WorldWatch Institute http://www.worldwatch.org/  
WWF UK http://www.wwf.org.uk/  
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